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Stanton at this moment, without any design perhaps,
drew off the President's attention and they went to one of
the windows, conversing audibly. In the mean time Seward
and myself got into an animated conversation on the
subject of these proposed changes, or, as they are called,
amendments of the Constitution. I thought the President
should pass upon them. At all events, that they should not
have been sent out officially by the Secretary of State, ob-
viously to be used for electioneering purposes, without the
knowledge of the President. McCulloch agreed with me
most decidedly. Seward said that had not always been the
practice. Dennison made some undecisive remarks, evincing
indifference. But all this time Stanton and the President
were engaged on other matters, and as the President him-
self had proposed last evening to bring up this subject in
Cabinet, I was surprised that he remained away during the
conversation, the purport of which he must have known.
I became painfully impressed with the apprehension that
Seward had an influence which he should not have, and
that under that influence the President did not care to be
engaged in our conversation.

On leaving the council chamber I went into the Secre-
tary's room adjoining. McCulloch was already there, and
we had a free talk with Colonel Cooper, the Private Secre-
tary of the President and his special confidant in relation to
public matters, about the necessity there was for prompt
and decisive action on the part of the President. Colonel
C. fully agreed with us.

June 20, Wednesday. Went with G. W. Blunt to see the
President this morning. Blunt wants to be Naval Officer
and has been a true and earnest friend of the Navy Depart-
ment during the War and boldly met our opponents when
friends were needed. Of course I feel a personal regard for
him and have two or three times told the President that,
personally, Blunt was my choice. If other than personal
consideration governed I had nothing to say.